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1. IN A TV INTERVIEW FONMIN LIEVANO AGAIN PLACED THE BLAME FOR THE 
FAILURE OF THE QUITO CONFERENCE ON THE US. EDITORIAL COMMENT 
CONTINUED BITTER IN TONE BUT WITH THE DIFFERENCE THAT THE US IS 

NO LONGER THE SOLE CULPRIT AND IDEAS ARE ADVANCED TO MEND THE 
SITUATION. EL TIEMPO, FOR EXAMPLE. CALLS FOR A RECONSTRUCTION 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM TO AVOID A MINORITY FRUSTRATING THE 
WILL OF THE MAJORITY. MORE IMPORTANTLY, SEVERAL PROMINENT COLOM- 
BIANS. INCLUDING EX-PRESIDENT ALBERTO LLERAS, INTERNATIONAL 
LAWYER DIEGO URIBE VARGAS, AND EX-AMBASSADOR TO VENEZUELA AND 
PROMINENT LIBERAL HECTOR CHARRY SAMPER, PUBLICLY WARNED AGAINST 
DAMAGING THE OAS BY AN IMPULSIVE AND UNILATERAL RECOGNITION OF 
CUBA. 

2. BASED ON CONVERSATIONS WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND LATIN 
AMERICAN DIPLOMATS, I BELIEVE THAT FONMIN LIEVANO RETURNED FROM 
QUITO WITH THE INTENTION OF RECOGNIZING CUBA AND IT IS VERY 
POSSIBLE THAT PRESIDENT LOPEZ WILL BE IN A MOOD TO ALLOW HIMSELF 
TO BE PERSUADED TO THIS COURSE OF ACTION. IN MY VIEW, HOWEVER, 

IT IS EQUALLY PROBABLE THAT, PREOCCUPIED AS HE IS WITH DOMESTIC 
PROBLEMS AND AWARE OF THE GREAT INVESTMENT THAT COLOMBIA HAS 
MADE IN THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, PRESIDENT LOPEZ WILL NOT 
RECOGNIZE UNLESS VENEZUELA PRESSURES HIM INTO ACTING SIMUL- 
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3. EVEN GIVEN VENEZUELAN PRESSURE, THE COMMENTARY OF ALBERTO 
LLERAS IS HAVING GREAT WEIGHT IN THE COUNCILS OF GOVERNMENT. HE 
SAID: "THERE STILL EXIST MANY WAYS OF RESOLVING THE PROBLEM... 

AND OBTAINING THE RESULTS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY COLOMBIA. THE 
INFLEXIBILITY OF OUR FOREIGN MINISTER AND THE OVERENTHUSIASTIC 
EXPRESSION OF HIS INDIGNATION SIMPLY BECAUSE THE US, BRAZIL. 

CHILE AND PARAGUAY DID NOT VOTE WITH HIM WOULD SEEM UNJUSTIFIABLE 
...WE, THEREFORE, ADVOCATE A DEAL, AN UNDERSTANDING, A COMPROMISE 
IN THE FUTURE. ..ANY POSITION WHICH COLOMBIA ADOPTS AGAINST THE 
OAS AS A REACTION AGAINST THIS INSIGNIFICANT SETBACK OUGHT TO BE 
AVOIDED, BECAUSE COLOMBIA WAS WORKING IN FAVOR OF THE OAS AND 
NOT IN FAVOR OF CASTRO. THERE WILL BE OTHER OPPORTUNITIES. THIS 
GAME IS FOR THOSE WHO ARE PATIENT AS CASTRO IS DEMONSTRATING TEN 
YEARS AFTER THE COMING INTO EFFECT OF THE SACTIONS APPROVED AND 
RATIFIED BY THE MOST POWERFUL NATION ON EARTH..." 

4. IN SEEKING A COURSE OF ACTION DESIGNED TO REDRESS THE DAMAGE 
AND ASSIST NATIONS SUCH AS COLOMBIA OUT OF THEIR PRESENT DILEMMAS, 

IT MAY BE WORTHWHILE CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING: ON SEPT 20 IN 

THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL AMBASSADOR MAILLIARD ASSERTED US SUPPORT 
FOR A REVIEW OF THE CUBAN SANCTIONS QUESTION. ON THAT BASIS, 

WOULD IT NOT BE BOTH CONSISTENT AND OPPORTUNE TO AGREE TO APPOINT 
AN OAS SPECIAL COMMISSION TO STUDY AND DRAW-UP A FORMAL REPORT 
FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AT AN EARLY DATE. IN 
AUGUST PRESIDENT LOPEZ HIMSELF STATED PUBLICLY THAT COLOMBIA 
SHOULD NOT SIMPLY ATTEND AND VOTE IN FAVOR BUT SHOULD SUPPORT 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMISSION TO EXAMINE WHETHER THE REASONS 
FOR ESTABLISHING THE QUARANTINE STILL EXIST. SUCH A PROCEDURE 
MIGHT PROVIDE THE GOC WITH A FACE-SAVING WAY TO POSTPONE RESUMP- 
TION OF RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND PROVIDE AN EQUALLY FACE-SAVING 
WAY FOR THE OAS TO PROCEED ON THIS MATTER SUBSEQUENT TO THE 
QUITO DECISION. THIS PROCEDURE OR ANY OTHER MECHANISM THAT WOULD 
PERMIT COLOMBIA TO EQUATE A DELAY IN RECOGNITION OF CUBA WITH 
AN EFFORT TO SALVAGE THE OAS MIGHT HAVE A CHANCE FOR SUCCESS. 
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